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'éhsclosed “opmmon attnbuted to for

“Presxdent Carter and the’ C?ntralln
“telligence * Agency from’ *complying”
< fully thh a promise to give "Congress

A

“the CIA'was t& operate B g
-'Congress has: been‘unaware of the

,txon:. abroad

5 The "Bell oplmon * The " Txmes
learned Monday, held that the.com
_plex -language of Executive’ Order:
,17036 15:,Led Jan. 24, 1978, meant not”

“prior”, notxce as was’ generally as=:
‘sumed, but “timely” notice—which
could come after the fact,

AThat opxmon whxch appears'to
"have been drawn for Bell by the-Juss
:tice ! Department’s<.Office!: of 3 Legal!
iCounsel, was-a “critical” - factor i

hdence Cormmttee He said the ordgr

“tion,” since it uses the same language
“as™ that ‘of Senate Rescluﬂon 4CO
t

:states; shall keep! th° House'and Sen+
tate. committess "fully and - éuryently
informed concerning intelligence ac-
‘ tivities; including any mgmﬂczmt an-
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-orli?r accordmv to one source Wltn—.{
‘outit, another source ‘said, CIA Direc- {-
~mer"Atty. Gen. Griffin'B: Bell! freed - tor Stzmsfxeld Lumer had been refLs-'

;< Aipuzzled Sen. Walter D.'Huddleston, (D- Xy.), chair- .

.opinion,” however, according “to qa’| ¥
-spokesman  for+ the" Senate Intel-

the commnttee to mean pnor “notificg-’

- igelting intelligence agencies and the! 5
:White House Lo support the executive ; {

STAT

The “Bell opin ion” may explain the surprise of the Sen--
ate group Feo, 21 when. ‘Turner testified that it had r‘ot ;
been getting all the information it believed it was getting. - .

’ Turner strongly objected to lanouave in the new intel-
-ligence charter, propaaed by the committee aiter years of .
nevouatmg with the Administration, because it would re-
quire notice in advance of covert CLA actions. That. waa'f
“unnecessary’improper and unwise,” hesaid. ___" - |
Yet the cnarter language is again precisely the same as
in: Lf- Senate* resoluuon and-the exect.twb order-under—
which the CIA has been operating.:
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msniof the subcommittee that drafted the charter, com-=
vplained that he and the full Intelligence Committes had -
believed they were receiving. and had except in one case,
recawd pnor notlca of 'achon:. undo-ta.\emb Y tne CLA. /

4 " /N N
B “That mpot ‘correct ~Turner-saidr He'did not thén or I'al
ten exnlam further, and the “one excepho*x was not de-
t&llad. . AR ’ N . <

Ttiis understood however that President Carter did not |
notify the committes in. advance of operations involving
‘thé secret return of six Americans who had teen hiding in
tha Canadian Embassy in Tehran. The Canadian govern--
meént said, according to sources, that it.would not “he Ip'in ¢
the escape if members of Congress were notified, since any.”
leaks of such information would jeopardize Canachan dmlo-
‘mats in Iran as well as the six Americans.”-:xs .

The story broke after the Canadlans vntn& ew all
pemnnel from Tehran. 7

- Whether this was the smvle exceptxon is ot known, but
Adxmmatrahon sources said it, illustrates the need for-any
President to retain power to withnold sensmve i £
tioni in advance of a highly rxs<y operatxon
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